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Passage of the Bill 
 
The Edinburgh Airport Rail Link Bill [SP Bill 58] is a Private Bill and, as such, 
is subject to different Parliamentary procedures. The Bill was introduced in the 
Parliament on 16 March 2006. The Edinburgh Airport Rail Link Bill Committee 
first met on Tuesday 18 April 2006.  The 60 day period objection period 
concluded on 15 May 2006 and 48 admissible objections were lodged against 
the Bill. The Committee published its Preliminary Stage report on the 
Edinburgh Airport Rail Link Bill on 15 September 2006. The Parliament then 
debated the Bill at Preliminary Stage on 21 September 2006. The Parliament 
also passed the Financial Resolution on the Bill. 
 
Phase one of Consideration Stage also began on 21 September 2006 and 
concluded on 13 February 2007 with the publication of the Committee’s 
Consideration Stage report, Appropriate Assessment report on the Firth of 
Forth Special protection Area and Report on the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link 
Bill and European Protected Species. Phase two of Consideration Stage was 
concluded on 27 February 2006 when the Committee considered and agreed 
95 amendments to the Bill. 
 
The Bill was passed following the Final Stage debate on 14 March 2007. 
 
Purpose and objectives of the Bill 
 
The powers sought by the Bill are to provide the promoter with statutory 
authority to construct a new station at Edinburgh Airport; and to link this new 
station by rail to the national rail network. The Bill also provides authority to 
undertake other works associated with the construction of the Edinburgh 
Airport Rail Link. 
 
The policy objectives of the Bill are to:  
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• stimulate economic growth of the Edinburgh city region and Scotland 
as a whole by enhancing Scotland’s global, national, and regional 
competitiveness, connectivity and encouraging inward investment; 

• assist in the delivery of social inclusion to Scottish towns and cities 
(including Aberdeen, Dunfermline, Kirkcaldy, Glenrothes, Dunblane, 
Dundee, Glasgow, Inverness, Perth, Falkirk and Stirling, as well as 
Edinburgh itself) by providing direct access to Edinburgh Airport; 

• assist in the further growth of Scottish tourism and in making Scotland 
a thriving and year round tourist destination by providing direct rail 
access to the above towns and cities; 

• offer a sustainable public transport alternative to accessing Edinburgh 
Airport that will be attractive to car and other vehicle users and thus 
reduce road congestion and environmental impacts; 

• assist towards a sustainable basis for future growth at Edinburgh 
Airport as an integral part of Scotland’s transport infrastructure and 
economy and; 

• facilitate a public transport interchange hub at Edinburgh Airport by 
providing interchange opportunities between air, rail, tram, bus and 
bicycle for both employment, leisure and other journeys. 

 
A summary of the proposals is given below (Source: Promoter’s 
Memorandum).  
 

 
 
Provisions of the Bill 
 
Part 1 of the Bill gives powers relating to the works required to build the rail 
link. There are two types of works, those that are specifically described in the 
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Bill, and those carried out under general powers. Part 2 of the Bill gives 
compulsory purchase powers.  Part 3 covers a number of miscellaneous 
subjects, whilst Part 4 gives some definitions and sets out the powers of 
Scottish Ministers.  
 
Parliamentary consideration 
 
In its Preliminary Stage Report, the Committee agreed the general principles 
of the Bill (by a majority) and that the Bill should proceed as a Private Bill. The 
Committee however also agreed to seek further evidence, at Consideration 
Stage should the Bill proceed, on a number of concerns in relation to the 
scheme including: funding, availability of suitable rolling stock, deliverability of 
and reliability of the operating timetable as well as the fares policy for the 
scheme. The Parliament then debated and agreed by a majority the general 
principles of the Bill and that the Bill should proceed as Private Bill.  
 
In its phase one of Consideration Stage Report, the Committee did not uphold 
any of the outstanding objections although it sought further strengthening of 
the mitigation policy documents provided by the promoter. The Committee 
also indicated that it was content with the further evidence it received on the 
outstanding issues it had identified in its Preliminary Stage Report. At phase 
two of Consideration Stage the Committee considered and agreed 95 
amendments to the Bill arising from its recommendations within its 
Consideration Stage Report.  
 
At Final Stage no amendments were lodged to the Bill and it was passed, by a 
majority, by the Parliament on 14 March 2007. 
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